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Grade VI I I  -  English     

Lesson 9.  The Comet - I  

 

 

 

 

Dut t ada and his Dibya Chakshu f or his Lif et ime Ambit ion  

I t  was a moonless night  in December . A cool br eeze f r om t he window dist ur bed I ndr ani Debi' s 

sleep. She f elt  f or  t he adj oining pillow, knowing alr eady t hat  her  husband, Manoj  Dut t a, 

wouldn' t  be t her e. She knew t hat  he would be occupied wit h his t elescope, obser ving st ar s and 

planet s. I ndr ani Debi cr ibs about  her  husband' s habit s of  not  having closed t he door  and not  

having wor n his sweat er . Car r ying Dut t ada' s sweat er , his wif e makes her  way up t o t he r oof  t o 

dist ur b t he meet ing bet ween her  husband and t he one whom she called t he designing woman, 

(t he t elescope) t hat  had cast  a spell over  her  husband. For  Dut t ada, his t elescope, Divya 

Chakshu or  t he Divine Eye as he called it , was a mar k of  f ulf ilment  of  a lif et ime ambit ion. As an 

amat eur  ast r onomer , he had hoped t o have some spar e money and spar e t ime t o buy a t elescope 

and obser ve t he heavens. Af t er  r et ir ement  he had act ually had bot h.  

 

Dut t ada' s Secret  Mission  

Like ever y ot her  amat eur , Dut t ada t oo had a secr et  ambit ion t o discover  a comet  one day. He 

knew t hat  comet s could be new as t hey came f r om r emot e cor ner s of  t he solar  syst em and 

or bit ed ar ound t he Sun. When a comet  came close t o t he Sun it  has a longish t ail, at  t imes, 

which get s lit  up br illiant ly by t he sunlight  and t hen it  disappear s f or  many year s. 

Despit e, t he f act  t hat  he only had an eight -inch Dibya or  t elescope and not  t he gigant ic 

t elescope t hat  t he pr of essional ast r onomer s had, he was det er mined t o discover  a comet . A 

r eason f or  t his was also t hat  he believed t hat  t he pr of essional ast r onomer s wer e mor e 

int er est ed in f inding galaxies t han insignif icant  t hings like comet s.  

 

Dut t ada' s Success Made him Famous  

That  par t icular  night , Dut t ada was sur e t hat  some success was close at  hand. He had seen a 

f aint  st r anger . He had r e-examined and cr oss checked it  wit h his char t s, made calculat ions and 

was as it  is met iculous wit h his obser vat ions. He r ealised t hat  what  he had been seeing was a 
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comet . The news of  t his discover y get s published in t he Ananda Bazar  Pat r ika, t wo days lat er  

giving cr edit  t o Dut t ada. The newspaper  r epor t ed t hat  I ndian I nst it ut e of  Ast r ophysics had 

been inf or med about  a comet  by Manoj  Dut t a and it s conf ir mat ion was await ed. Soon, t he comet  

came t o be r ecognised and was named af t er  it s discover er , ' Comet  Dut t a.'  Af t er  t his f inding, 

Dut t ada became t he cent r e of  publicit y, somet hing t hat  t he int r over t  Dut t ada didn' t  like much. 

Due t o t he publicit y, Dut t ada r egr et t ed having discover ed t he comet . His wif e t oo agr eed wit h 

him, but  f or  a dif f er ent  r eason. On being asked, she t old her  husband t hat  comet s br ing ill luck 

and she wouldn' t  have wished her  husband t o be associat ed wit h t he discover y of  one. Dut t ada 

t ells her  t hat  t hese ar e all super st it ions and t her e is not hing har mf ul about  t he comet s.  

 

The Meet ing bet ween James Forsyt h and John Macpherson  

J ohnson br ought  J ames t o t he Whit ehall af t er  a secur it y check and af t er  having int r oduced 

J ames t o Sir  J ohn Macpher son, he lef t . Sir  J ohn apologised t o J ames f or  being summoned in 

t his manner  and handed over  a t ypescr ipt  t o J ames. This t ypescr ipt  was J ames paper  t hat  was 

based on Dut t ada' s f inding. J ohn had acquir ed t he or iginal manuscr ipt  f r om t he edit or  t o whom 

J ames had submit t ed his paper . I n t he dining hall of  King' s College, Cambr idge, t he but ler  

passes down an envelope t o t he Pr ovost , which was meant  f or  J ames. J ames For syt h was a 

scient ist  who had wr it t en a paper  based on Dut t ada' s f inding. The Pr ovost  hands over  t he 

envelope t o J ames. The envelope cont ained a not e f r om J ohn Macpher son, Def ence Science 

Advisor  in Her  Maj est y' s Gover nment . I n t he not e, J ohn Macpher son had asked J ames t o, come 

and meet  him wit hout  any delay and keep his visit  conf ident ial.  

 

Sir John Discusses James Paper wit h him  

Sir  J ohn agr ees wit h J ames over  t he f act  t hat  his paper  is ver y impor t ant . At  t he same t ime, 

Sir  J ohn f elt  t hat  it  should never  be published. J ames was sur e t hat  t her e was not hing wr ong 

wit h t he accur acy of  t he paper , nor  did he want  his paper  t o get  suppr essed. However , known 

Sir  J ohn t o be a gr eat  scient ist , he t hought  of  pat ient ly hear ing him out . J ames paper  t alked 

about  t he collision bet ween Comet  Dut t a and t he Ear t h.  

Sir  J ohn was wor r ied about  pr of ound implicat ions of  a paper  t hat  t alked about  cat ast r ophic 

ef f ect s being published. Sir  J ohn spent  some t ime discussing if  J ames f indings wer e cor r ect . 

But , if  t hey wer e, t his was t he news of  disast er  t hat  t hey wer e t alking about .  
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The I mpending Disast er and Planning an I nt ernat ional Meet   

J ames and Sir  J ohn discuss how t he comet ar y collisions t hat  t hey wer e t alking about  could 

occur  in less t han a year , t en mont hs t o be pr ecise. Ten mont hs is all t hat  t he living species 

wer e lef t  wit h f or  t heir  sur vival on Ear t h. Sir  J ohn f elt  t hat  it  was impor t ant  t o do somet hing 

t o st op all t his. Mor e t han t wo br ains wer e r equir ed t o handle t he sit uat ion. Sir  J ohn want ed t o 

call a meet ing. At  t he same t ime he want ed t he meet ing t o be as conf ident ial as possible. He 

was wor r ied about  t he panic t hat  might  be caused by br eaking of  such news.  

Alt hough J ames disagr eed wit h t he f easibilit y of  planning an I nt er nat ional Conf er ence in less 

t han a week' s t ime, he gives in t o Sir  J ohn' s scheme of  t hings. Sir  J ohn, meanwhile, asks J ames 

t o t one down his paper , adding sever al ` if ' s and but ' s'  t o make t he news less cer t ain, in or der  

t o avoid panic.  

 

 

 

 

 

1.  Why does I ndrani Debi dislike Dut t ada' s ' hobnobbing'  wit h Dibya?  

  I ndr ani Debi disliked Dut t ada' s ' hobnobbing'  wit h Dibya because he spent  most  of  his 

t ime wit h his t elescope.  

2.  She is complaining and smiling.  Why is she smiling?  

 I ndr ani Debi was smiling because she t hought  t hat  her  husband didn' t  bot her  about  t he 

pr act ical pr oblems of  living. He hadn' t  shut  t he door  and didn' t  even car e t o wear  his sweat er , 

while it  was placed on t he bedside.  

3.   (i) What  was Dut t ada' s secret  ambit ion?  

  Dut t ada' s secr et  ambit ion was t o one day discover  a new comet .  

  (ii) What  did he do t o achieve it ?  

 He had pur chased a t elescope wit h t he money he got  af t er  r et ir ement . He used t o spend 

hour s obser ving t he st ar s in a hope t o be able t o discover  a comet .  

4.  What  is t he dif f erence bet ween a planet  and a comet ,  as given in the st ory?  

  A planet  has a f ixed or bit . Comet s, on t he ot her  hand, could be new as t hey come f r om 

r emot e cor ner s of  t he solar  syst em. Like t he planet s, comet s t oo or bit  ar ound t he sun, but  

t heir  or bit s ar e not  f ixed.  
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5 Why was Dut t ada hopef ul that  he would discover a new comet  soon?  

  Dut t ada was hopef ul t hat  he would discover  a new comet  soon because only amat eur  

ast r onomer s like him bot her ed about  comet s. Pr of essional ast r onomer s didn' t  pay much 

at t ent ion t o comet s. Also, against  t he backgr ound of  same old st ar s, Dut t ada had discover ed a 

f aint  st r anger .  

6 Why does Dut t ada say— "I  almost  wish I  had not  discovered this comet "?  

  Having discover ed t he comet  and t he comet ' s f inding been conf ir med by t he I ndian 

I nst it ut e of  Ast r ophysics, t he comet  was named af t er  Dut t ada. His name appear ed in t he 

newspaper  and he gained a lot  of  publicit y. He was also invit ed t o a couple of  social f unct ions. 

Being an int r over t , Dut t ada didn' t  like t his much and t her ef or e r egr et t ed having discover ed a 

comet .  

7.  Why is his wif e unhappy about  t he discovery?  

  Dut t ada' s wif e, I ndr ani Debi, was unhappy about  her  husband' s discover y because she 

t hought  t hat  comet s br ing ill luck. She didn' t  wish her  husband t o be associat ed wit h t he 

discover y of  somet hing t hat  was ominous.  

 

 

1.  How did Sir John get  hold of  James'  original manuscript?  

  Sir  J ohn got  holf  of  J ames'  or iginal manuscr ipt  f r om t he edit or  of  ' Nat ur e' , Mr  Taylor , 

t o whom J ames had submit t ed his paper  f or  publicat ion.  

2.  What  is t he important  point  t he paper makes?  

  The paper  t alked about  Comet  Dut t a colliding wit h t he Ear t h, which could mean t he end 

of  exist ence on t he Ear t h.  

3.  Why does Sir John say that  James paper should not  be published?  

  Sir  J ohn wor r ied t hat  t he paper  and it s f indings might  cause panic among t he people. He, 

t her ef or e, asked J ames t o t one down t he t r ut h by adding ' if ' s and but ' s' .  

4.  What  do t he t wo men f inally decide t o do?  

  The t wo men, f inally, decided t o involve mor e scient ist s and ast r onomer s and old a 

conf ident ial I nt er nat ional Conf er ence t o discuss ways t o cont r ol t his disast er .  
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1.  What  was t he name t hat  Dut tada had given t o is telescope?  

  Dut t ada called his t elescope Dibya Chakshu-Divine Eye.  

2.  What  had Dut tada been wait ing f or t o buy a t elescope?  

  Dut t a had longed f or  enough money t o buy a t elescope and f or  enough spar e t ime in 

which t o obser ve t he heavens. He got  bot h af t er  r et ir ement .  

3.  Who was Nabin Babu?  

  Nabin Babu was a doct or . He had adviced Dut t ada t o t ake special pr ecaut ions against  t he 

cold.  

4 Why did Dut tada f eel t hat  part icular night  was going t o be t he big night?  

  Dut t ada believed t hat  par t icular  night  t o be a big night  because against  t he backgr ound 

of  t he same old st ar s he had det ect ed a f aint  st r anger .  

5.  What  all did Dut tada do t o ensure that  he was not  making a mistake in det ect ing a  

   comet ?    

  Dut t ada r e-examined t he char t s wit h him, checked his Dibya f or  any smudges on t he 

opt ics and did some calculat ions on his pocket  calculat or  t o ensur e t hat  he was not  making a 

mist ake in det ect ing a comet .  

6 I n which newspaper was t he report  about  Dut t ada' s discovery printed?  

   I n Anand Bazar  Pat r ika, t he news of  Dut t ada' s discover y was pr int ed t wo days lat er .  

7.  What  was Dut tada' s limit at ion as an ast ronomer,  which prof essional ast ronomers didn' t   

    experience?  

  Dut t ada had an eight -inch sized t elescope, wher eas, t he pr of essional ast r onomer s had 

gigant ic t elescopes.  

8.  Who was John Macpherson?  

  Sir  J ohn Macpher son was t he Def ence Science Advisor  in her  Maj est y' s Gover nment .  

  

 

1.  Why did Dut tada chide his wif e?  

  I ndr ani Debi t hought  t hat  t he comet s br ing ill luck. Dut t ada chided his wif e f or  her  

super st it ious belief s which he t hough hadn' t  got  cur ed even wit h an MA degr ee. He t r ied t o 
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explain his wif e t hat  t her e was no cor r elat ion bet ween comet s and t he calamit ies on t he Ear t h. 

2.  Who was t he bearer of  the note writ ten to James? What  inst ruct ions were given t o  

   t he bearer?  

  J ohnson, a secur it y of f icer  at  Whit ehall was t he bear er  of  t he not e wr it t en t o J ames by 

Sir  J ohn Macpher son. He had been given inst r uct ions t o br ing J ames t o Sir  J ohn' s of f ice in 

London. J ohnson dr ove J ames t o Whit ehall in his For d Cor t ina. Af t er  having int r oduced J ames 

t o Sir  J ohn, he lef t  t he chamber s.  

3.  Why did t he edit or of  ' Nature'  show James paper t o Sir John Macpherson?  

  The edit or  of  ' Nat ur e' , Mr  Taylor , met  Sir  J ohn at  lunch wher e Mr  Taylor  showed 

J ames paper  t o Sir  J ohn. Mr  Taylor  asked Sir  J ohn t o give his opinions on t he paper  bef or e he 

sent  t he paper  t o a pr of essional r ef r ee.  

4.  What  decision did Sir John t ake t o address t he mat t er of  cometary collision?  

  Sir  J ohn decided t hat  in or der  t o pr event  t his nat ur al cat ast r ophe, mor e scient ist s and 

ast r onomer s f r om all over  t he wor ld wer e r equir ed t o put  t heir  br ains t oget her . He, t her ef or e, 

decided t hat  an I nt er nat ional Conf er ence should be conduct ed at  t he ear liest  t o have a 

discussion on t he same.  

5.  What  did Sir John say about  publicat ion of  James'  paper?  

  Sir  J ohn asked J ames t o t one down his paper . He t old him t o inser t  as many ' if ' s and 

but ' s'  t o make t he conclusion appear  not  so cer t ain. He also t old J ames t hat  he would exer cise 

his inf luence and make sur e t hat  a similar  r est r aint  is exer cised in ot her  count r ies.  

 

 

 

1.  What  were the rare circumst ances t hat  would prevent  Comet  Dut ta' s collision with the  

   Eart h?  

  Sir  J ohn discussed J ames paper  wit h. J ames t old Sir  J ohn t hat  bar r ing some r ar e 

cir cumst ances, t he collision of  t he comet  wit h t he Ear t h was inevit able. J ames t old Sir  J ohn 

t hat  it  was possible t hat  t he comet  might  collide wit h ast er oid bef or e r eaching Ear t h. I t  was 

also possible t hat  t he comet  might  split  up and evapor at e when it  r eached near  t he Sun. Bar r ing 

t hese r ar it ies t he collision of  t he comet  wit h t he ear t h was inevit able.  

 

 

Long Answer Type Quest ions 



 

 

                                                                         7                                                      Created by Pinkz 

 

2.  What  was Sir John' s react ion listening t o James'  not ions about  the rare  

   circumstances?  

   Sir  J ohn was awar e t hat  comet ar y collisions ar e expect ed t o occur  once in t en million 

year s, but  accor ding t o J ames'  r esear ch t his comet  could collide wit h ear t h in less t han an year . 

I f  t hose r ar e cir cumst ances didn' t  occur , t his comet  could collide wit h Ear t h in t en mont hs. Sir  

J ohn get s wor r ied because t he r ar e cir cumst ances pr esent ed by J ames wer e based on chance 

event s. And such a cr it ical mat t er  could not  be lef t  t o be decided by f or t uit ous cir cumst ances.  

 

 

 

1.  Cometary collision was a crit ical piece of  news.  Do you t hink t hat  Sir John was act ing  

   r ight  in not  get t ing the news publicised?  

  Comet ar y collision indeed was a cr it ical piece of  news. I t  endanger ed t he sur vival of  all 

living species on ear t h. This par t icular  comet  could have caused dest r uct ion wit hin t en mont hs. 

Sir  J ohn didn' t  wish t his news t o get  publicised because he t hought  t hat  it  would cr eat e 

widespr ead panic among t he people in t he wor ld. He t hought  it  bet t er  t hat  t he mat t er  should be 

handled by t he exper t s who could at  least  at t empt  at  doing somet hing t o cont r ol t he sit uat ion 

t han t he mass hyst er ia making t he mat t er  get  ent ir ely out  of  cont r ol.  

2.  I ndrani Debi is educat ed,  yet  represent s t he quelibre sect ions of  the societ y.  Comment   

  I t  is t r ue t hat  I ndr ani Debi was educat ed and had an MA degr ee yet , her  educat ion 

f ailed t o pull her  out  of  ir r at ional and illogical super st it ious condit ioning t hat  she had r eceived 

f r om her  immediat e societ y. The I  societ y, at  lar ge, invest s a lot  of  f ait h in such ,super st it ions 

r at her  t han developing a mor e scient if ic out look.  
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